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to the goddess, dashing the severed portions of themselves
against her image.1 Now this religious castration was a
marked feature of the Phrygian worship of Cybele, but it is
alien to Western modes of thought, although it still finds
favour with a section of the barbarous, fanatical, semi-
Oriental peasantry of Russia.2 But whether of native or of
Eastern origin the rites of the goddess of Autun closely
conformed to those of the great Phrygian goddess and
appear to have been, like them, a perverted form of the
Sacred Marriage, which was designed to fertilise the earth,
and in which eunuchs, strange as it may seem, personated
the lovers of the goddess.3

Thus the custom of marrying gods either to images or to The
human beings was widespread among the nations of anti-
quity.    The ideas on which such a custom is based are too gods to
crude to allow us to doubt that the civilised Babylonians,

Egyptians, and Greeks inherited it from their barbarous or persons is
savage forefathers.    This presumption is strengthened when among
we find rites of a similar kind in voeue among the lower uncivilis*d

peoples.

races. Thus, for example, we are told that once upon a custom of
time the Wotyaks of the Malmyz district in Russia were ^f
distressed by a series of bad harvests. They did not know
what to do, but at last concluded that their powerful but
mischievous god Keremet must be angry at being unmarried.
So a deputation of elders visited "the Wotyaks of Cura and
came to an understanding with them on the subject Then
they returned home, laid in a large stock of brandy, and
having made ready a gaily decked waggon and horses, they
drove in procession with bells ringing, as they do when they
are fetching home a bride, to the sacred grove at Cura.
There they ate and drank merrily all night, and next morn-
ing they cut a square piece of turf in the grove and took it
home with them. After this, though it fared well with the
people of Malmyz, it fared ill with the people of Cura ; for
in Malmyz the bread was good, but in Cura it was bad.

1  " Passio     Sancti    Symphoriani,"      See N. Tsakni, La Russie settaire, pp.
chs. 2 and 6 (Migne's Patrologia Graeca,      74 sgq.

v. 1463, 1466).

2  These crazy wretches castrate men         3 As to this feature in the ritual of
and mutilate women.    Hence they are      Cybele,   see   Adonis^   Attist    Osiris^
known as the Skoptsy ("mutilated").      Second Edition, pp. 219 sqq.